THE FIERY ORDEAL

depends for its effects upon an expression of wholesome
public opinion, shorn of all bitterness. Let there be no
impatience to produce the desired result because of fast-
ing. He who has urged me to undertake the fast, -will
give me strength to go through it, and if it is His -will
that I should still live for a while on this earth to carry on
the self-chosen niission of humanity, no fast, however
prolonged, will dissolve the body.

I am painfully conscious of the fact that my fast in
connection "with the late Mr. MacdonalcTs decision on the
communal question induced many persons to act against
their will. I hope no such thing will happen in connec-
tion with this fast. If there are public men who think
that I have erred in characterising the Thakore Saheb^s
Notification of January 21 as a breach of the promise made
by the Notification of December 263 they will perform
a friendly act by condemning my characterization, as also
the fast. It is designed undoubtedly to melt the Thakore
Saheb's heart, but it is in no sense designed to coerce
public opinion into bringing pressure to bear -upon the
Thakore Saheb or those in whose opinion his action xnay
be free of all blame.

Another things I "would like to mention, is the first
paragraph of .my letter in which I have criticised Durbar
Viravala. I can truthfully say that I axn slow to see the
blemishes of fellow-beings, being .myself full of them and,
therefore, being in need of their charity. I have learnt
not to judge any one harshly and to xnake allowances for
defects that I may detect.

What has happened about Durbar Viravala is that I
have been inundated by very bitter and serious complaints
against him. In .my conversations with him, I had even
.made mention of those complaints, and let me say ^ 1^0
credit that he invited me to investigate those cor
I told hipi that I would do so, and but for the
tion of the fast it was fully my desire to und
investigation.

I had already invited friends to pi
of evidence in support of specific
him; but prolonged conversations with